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ABSTRACT: Among the popular pottery artifacts unearthed at Xiquegou Copper Mine Site, a kind of /i-
cauldron with high neck, bulging belly and lobed rim is generally believed to belong to the late Shang Dynasty.

Xiquegou Copper Mine Site is the earliest mining site found to the north of Yangtze River to date; seen from the

surrounding ecologic environment, terrain and the pattern of the residential remains, Xiquegou Site could not be a

settlement with permanent residents, but a seasonal settlement for the mining activity; the food resources of the

residents, or the miners, were animal husbandry or fishing and hunting. The discovery of this mining site provided

important clues for the explorations on the copper and tin resources of the bronze metallurgy in the Central Plains

during the late Shang Dynasty.
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