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STUDIES ON THE REMAINS OF THE NEOLITHIC AGE
IN HOUTAOMUGA SITE AND RELEVANT ISSUES

by
Wang Lixin

The Houtaomuga (Hou Tomog) Site in Da’an City, Jilin Province is an important site on
the right bank of the lower reach of the Nenjiang River containing the remains of the Neolith-
ic Age, Bronze Age, the Liao and Jin Dynasties, and so on. The five-year continuing archae-
ological excavation to this site in 2011—2015 obtained significant results. The four kinds of
cultures of the Neolithic Age found in this site made up some missing links in the chronologi-
cal sequence of the prehistoric archaeological cultures in the middle and lower reaches of the
Nenjiang River, and enriched the understandings to the connotations and genealogical rela-
tionships of the prehistoric cultures in this region. Of these remains, the Phases I and III are
two new archaeological cultures identified for the first time in the middle and lower reaches
of the Nenjiang River, especially the remains of Phase I, which is the earliest Neolithic cul-
ture found to date in Northeast China, the date of which is 13—11 ka BP. The discovery of
the remains of Phase II confirmed that the previously suggested “Huangjia Weizi Type” is al-
so an independent archaeological culture which should be isolated from the generally called
“Angangxi Culture” in the past. The discovery of the remains of Phase IV enriched the con-
notations of the Hamin Mangha Culture in some sense. Referring to the relevant archaeologi-
cal discoveries nearby the Houtaomuga Site, this paper tries to establish the chronological
sequence of the Neolithic cultures in the middle and lower reaches of the Nenjiang River as
the following: Houtaomuga Phase I Culture — Changtuozi Type A — Shuangta Phase I Cul-
ture — Huangjia Weizi Culture — Houtaomuga Phase 111 Culture — Hamin Mangha Culture
— Angangxi Culture, which laid chronological foundation for the comprehensive studies on

the Neolithic cultures in this region.
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