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CULTURAL VICISSITUDES AND EDGE EFFECTS — THE
DISCOVERIES AND STUDIES ON SOME NEOLITHIC
CULTURES TO THE NORTH OF THE XILIAO RIVER VALLEY

by
Zhu Yonggang

For a long time, the area to the north of the watershed of the Xiliao River has been seen
as a part of the archaeological cultural zone of western Liaoning; however, some types of the
archaeological cultures found in this area, such as the Xiliang, Fuhe, Hamin and Nan Baolig-
aotu Types, have strong local features and show the diverging trends from the archaeological
cultures in the central areas. This paper arranged the Neolithic cultures in the western Lia-
oning into two sequences: the first is the main cultural sequence represented by the Xin-
glongwa Culture— Zhaobaogou Culture— Hongshan Culture— Xiaoheyan Culture, the develo-
ping process of which can be interpreted as the succeeding of the previous culture by the lat-
ter one; the second is the “non-main cultural sequence” represented by the Xiliang Type —
Fuhe Culture— Hamin Culture— Nan Baoligaotu Type., the cultural connotations of which are
diversified but lacking chronological interrelationships, making them difficult to be assigned
into the main cultural sequence. If we see the main cultural sequence as the core of the ar-
chaeological cultures in the western Liaoning, then the cultures belonging to the “non-main
cultural sequence” are located on the periphery of the area of the main cultural sequence and
showing the “centrifugal movement” of diverging from the central area of this cultural sys-
tem, which is more obvious in the late Neolithic Age. We can see from the diversity of the
decorative patterns of the pottery wares that the cultural changes in this zone were related to
the infiltration of the cultures belonging to different systems from the north, the process of
which might be fluctuant and gradual. Another unignorable reason is the differences of the
natural environments and economic patterns; in some sense, the selections of the fisher-
hunters and gatherers were also deeply influencing the development processes of the cultures

in this area.



