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THE DISCOVERY, SURVEY AND STUDY OF THE DADONG
SITE IN HELONG

by

Wan Chenchen Chen Quanjia Fang Qi Wang Chunxue
Zhao Hailong Li Youqian

Dadong Site, which is located in the northeast of the Dadong Village in Chongshan
Town, Helong City, Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture, Jilin Province, is named after
its location. From the end of August to the early September 2007, the joint Shirengou Ar-
chaeological Team organized by the Research Center for Chinese Frontier Archaeology, Jilin
University, Jilin Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology and Helong Munici-
pal Museum conducted survey to this site. The site was about 2000 m from east to west and
500 m from north to south, covering an area of over 100 ha. Lithic product is the only arti-
fact found in this site, 5681 pieces recovered in total. Most of the stone implements are
small-sized ones, microliths and mid-sized ones show a few and large-sized ones are rare. The
types of the stone implements are very rich, including cores, flakes, blades, microblades,
chunks and tools. The tools consist of that of Category 2 (utilized flakes) and Category 3
(retouched practical tools). The tool assemblage is mainly scraper and burin, in addition to
which are the points, notches, backed knives, boring tools and stone arrowheads. Obsidian
of high quality is the prevailing raw material, followed by very few samples of flint, basalt,
hornfels, pyroclastic rock, rhyolite and breccia. This site has a huge scale and rich obsidian
products, both of which made it a significant discovery in the history of the Paleolithic Ar-
chaeology in Northeast China. This paper studied and discussed the lithic product fetched in
the survey of the year 2007 in the aspects of stone implement types, tool assemblages, the
quarrying and utilization of the raw materials, flaking technique, tool retouching technique,
nature of the site and the comparison with the nearby sites, and so on with the methods of
mathematical statistics and chart graph analysis, which revealed that the Dadong Site in He-
long belonged to the typical microblade industry in Northeast China represented by the lithic
blade and microblade techniques. This site had some common elements with some Upper Pa-
leolithic sites in North China, southern Primorsky Krai of Russia, Korean Peninsula and
Hokkaido of Japan, so it is an important site for understanding the Upper Paleolithic Age of

the Changbai Mountains area even the entire Northeast Asia.
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