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THE EVOLUTION OF CULTURAL PATTERN AND
ECONOMIC FORMATION IN THE WESTERN LIAONING
AREA FROM THE XIA TO THE WARRING STATES PERIOD

by
Wang Lixin

In the present paper, the author discusses the evolution of archaeological cultures and
economic formation of the Xia to the Warring States period in the western Liaoning region,
and initially analyses its regulative factors. The outcome indicates that, in the course of
cultural pattern development, Nuluerhu Mountain was an important cultural watershed,
which approximately divided the Lower Xiajiadian culture of the Xia to the early Shang
period into two regional types. By the turn from the Shang to the Zhou period, the
archaeological cultures on the two sides of this mountain had begun to develop along
different tracks. From the late Spring and Autumn period to the middle Warring States
period, the western Liaoning area entered a new phase with various cultures existed
simultaneously. but, generally speaking, all of the three newly-developed cultures were
distributed to the west of the eastern foot of Nuluerhu mountain. Another noteworthy point
is that, even after the phase of cultural differentiation, the interflow between the
archaeological cultures distributed on both sides of this mountain was still very frequent,
which led to the relative stability of this historical cultural region.

As far as the development of economic formation is concerned, there was scarcely
significant difference between the archaeological cultures on the two sides of Nuluerhu
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Mountain before the late Spring and Autumn period. From the Xia to the early Shang
period, agriculture was quite well developed on both sides. Thereafter, the Weiyingzi and
Linghe cultures (on the eastern side) and the Upper Xiajiadian culture (on the western side)
all evolved upon undeveloped agriculture as dominant subsistence and livestock farming as
subsidiary. Roughly in the late Spring and Autumn period, the arrival of the new cultural
type represented by the Tiejianggou and Wudaohezi tombs broke the old economico-cultural
structure. The Tiejianggou remains show the economic character of resident hunting in the
mountain area, while the Wudaohezi remains represent a relatively pure nomadic economy.
Based on the investigation of the internal regulative factors of economic development, the
author comes to the conclusion that the environmental variation could regulate and influence
the development of subsistence to a fairly great extent. Furthermore, it might even become a
direct or indirect incentive of old economic types’ disappearance and new economic types’
emergence. But the variation from an economic type to another in a given region was not a
step by step evolution, but an alternation from the old to the new. The difference was

primarily rooted in different cultural traditions.
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